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'PRESBYTERY. 


| Beloved e od Weak 


H IS Preſbytery have often ſerved; 

with deep concern, the declining ſtate 
1 ol religion among us, and the nume- 
rous Ala of apoſtacy which. are marked 
upon the Congregations committed to our care: 
And we {till obſerve, with continual heavineſs 
of heart, a ſtrong propenſity in many to conti- 
nue and Aerea in their apoſtacies notwith- 


ſtanding all the Means uſed for their reformati- 


ne, 


on. Impreſſed with theſe things, and knowin 
* Kae to which, our. chaten are W 


entruſted with us. The en | 
view are, to give inſtruction and warning to per- 


all the evils mentioned in- 


that generally it has, of late years, 
great meaſi 
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fond this Source, we as Watchmen upon Zion 


Walls, who are under the oath of heaven to 
be faithful to our truſt, cannot acquit” ourfelves 
to God or our coriſcience, unleſs we give fou 
faithful: warning, and attempt every mean in 
our power for your ſalxation. The Searcher 


of all hearts knoweth, that we have not the 


leaſt inchvation to qgryoſe ingividyals, 


or, any 
diftin&t branch of this Pct of the vin 


s we have only in 


ſons in general, and in particular to convince and 
rechim thoſe who may be guilty. of any or of 
s Addreſs; that our 
Churches may be ſaved from ruin, and God 
may be glorified in their reformation, For 
theſe ends we have, as individuals, done what 
we could do: But ſuffer us, bretkren, to ex- 
preſs our fears with a godly jealouſy over you, 
been in a 
are in vain. We therefore, as. a Preſ- 


bytery, call upon you; hoping our United d- 
dreſs will have its due weight upon your minds, 
and we beſeech the God of all Grace, that you 
may receive it with the ſame ſincerity and cor- 
dial affeckion with which it js given... To ob- 
tain gur deſign the mo edfily and. effeually, 
we beg leave to ſet diftinEtly before vou your 
Guilt with the,evidences of it - me ot the leag- 
ing cauſes ot yourapoſtacy,,—themeangof your re- 
covery. —with ſome motives to excite you to the 
duties neceflary for a revival of piety amongſt y ow 
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of tis Boo [or pain, a 
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char Haſh, 45 5 rte your 12 — 
ce gitts Ly 

the elite of f our Lord's purchaſe, [ny on 

| Often, exhibited by the Goſpel to you. * So 

cation of your defiled natures. But, alas. 


fir many 
fit, not being mixed with faith in them that heard 


"A The Lord af Glory has been el qur 
ree 


ts, and put to open ſhame, by a wilful 


rejedtion of — and by the ungo ly lives. of 
profeliors, who have, as it were, opened his 

cloſed -wounds, and made them to bleed afreſh. 
Your hearts, uniting with infidel Jews, have 
faid, crucify him, crucify him! This is the 


heir, dome, let us killhim] or ſtill more re conformed 
to 


ved in common. 0 e for many 


inſtances the word preached did not pro- 
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to. the grand deceiver, po hail him with, a kiſs, 


— like, with the ing deſign in your 
rts, and appearing in your lives. What may 
ſuch foes to Chriſt expect, but the execution 
of that ' dreadful ſentence, if they continue in 
their enmity againſt him. Thoſe mine ene- 
% mies, which would not that I ſhould” reign 
© over them, bring them hither, and flay them 
«before me.” a And as the enemies of Chriſt 
have always reſiſted the Holy Ghoſt, ſo have 
1 = has 27 many to open the door 
often e ked at the door of 
ur Se er entrance; but ye would not 
coriſent. He has convinced ſome of you of ſin, 
and would alſo have convinced you of righteouſ- 
neſs and Judgment, had ye not, inſtead of che- 
riſhing, quenched his motions. We beſeech 
you to remember, that He who, being often 
*reproved, hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſuddenly 
«be deftroyed, and that without remedy. 
« For the earth which drinketh in the rain that 
* cometh oft upon it, and bringeth forth herbs | 
* meet for them by whom it is drefled, receiv- 


e eth bleſſing from God; but that which bear- 


«/eth thorns and briers, is rejected, and is nigh 


Le unto eurſing; whoſe end is to be burned.” 


Hardened deſpiſers of the Goſpel, who refuſe ts 
be reclaimed, are daily in the utmoſt danger of 
hearing that dreadful ſentence pronounced up- 
on them, 6c My Spirit ſhall not always vic 
5". 
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nan.”d But ©. Wo unto them when I de- 
tro them,“ e faith the Lord... A an ar. 
Ein 42 ſymptom of God's controverſy with 

eſe 


tor th capital crimes, we have iO, PITTS es 


Ig "A awful teſtraint of the 8 Spi irit of. ole 
from dur religious aſſemblies. 10 ; pegple too 
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| generally aſſemble for wor Np; with Nele 17 


hardenedand full of the luſts of the fleſh, 105 nd the ES, 
return home as they came, or Ll 


of the word lieth on the farface Q their 12 


ned "affections, ready to be rom by SE 
bird" of prey; or it drops eit hear 
like. Gale o 1955 4 rock, a PR 2A no val 
preſſion... .. "few, "throw; gay convinced ol. 
their "aohRarable "Bate by nature, earneſtly en- 
quit e, What they ſhall do to be ſaved Few, fav- 
i gly 1 htened in the 12 . of Chit, 
5 t od pb with all their hea Few en 
yeah the way to Zion, with their taces thither- 
ward, "Weeping. : as the 7 89. And What is an 
unfalling  evidehCe” of a backſliden Church, 
there are, in ſome laces, ten quarrels, or an- 
2 Kr cs e o, the watchmen for one 
of - conſcience: T "Alas! the miniſters] of 


Chriſt ſeem to come to you charged with that 


awful commiſſion,” « 'Go and tell this people, 
« hear. ye indeed, but underſtand not; ſee ye 

ee indeed, but perceive not. Make the heart of 
< this people tat, and make their ears heavy, 
Sand ſhut their eyes; * they ſee with their 
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e "And, alas as! e wiſe 
the fooliſh Tithe: As the heath in the parche 
Zh the lk they ſee not when Good 8 
the f 11 y. ipo ule recorded in, the Son of 
Fong when Epe knocketh tor Entrance,. 
plead the drowſineſs. which i 18 pc ir 1 80 
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on the fe A * Their ſcandalous lives 


Love, have never received 'Gof el, 
= the” (nth * it, nor Felt its W nd "in, 


el abo Chriſt came to ſave, 

rg from. t 10 , not Fes fl heir ſins. 
Neri that Aedleih. or piaketh a lie, ſhall, 
enter aA ſtreets, of: 195 new. Jeruſalem... There-, 
fore, * Let Pall e one that NAME, the name, | 


«+ of: Chri from iniquity. c and * He 
that lth, 15 abieth in, him, Jug ght. himſelf | 
& even ſo to walk as he walked: 4 1 we be, 


chriſtians. indeed,,, we will learn of him who is 
meek and Iowly in ſpicit, and who with his dying 
breath prayed for, his enemies, gt fook 1 into 
the, converſation and practice of many profef- 
ſed diſciples of Chriſt, and you would ſuppoſe 
Wn 1 received their inſtructions in the tem- 
ples of Baccus, Ven 8, ON diſeord, rather than 

in the ſchool of Chriſt: Abominable unclean- 
nels,  drunkennels, prophanation ot the name 
and fabbaths: of God, lying and neglect of re- 
lative duties, trolicking, vanity. and unlawful 
gaming, 1 and injuſtice, varience, hatred, 
mahce, envy, and apbrathert conduct towards 
fellow profeſſors, with every evil work, ſtain 
their character, and give their profeſſion the 
lie. And . what is of all others the moſt dread- 
ful caſe, ſome, who. once made a promiſing 
appearance in the Church, have fallen off like 
untimely figs, and become more baſe and * 
B than 


62. Tim. 2. 19. d 1. Jobn 2. 6 


Ee” 7 

than they were before; For if after they have 

d eſcaped the pollutions of the world through the | 

* knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus _ 

* Chriſt, they are again entangled therein, and 

© overcome. the latter end is worſe with them 

than the beginning: For it had been better 

* for them not to have known the way of righ- 

te teoulineſs, than after they have known it, to 

te turn from the holy commandment delivered 
unto them. But it has happened unto them 

ce according to the true, proverb, the dog is 

* turned to his own. vomit again; and the ſow 

ce that was waſhed, to her wallowing in the 

* mire.” Tell not theſe things in Gath, 

publiſh them not in Aſhkelon, leſt the daugh- 

ters of the uncircumciſed triumph! But, O 

they cannot be hic. | 


4. The abounding neglect of the worſhip and 
ordinances of God amongſt us is a ſtrong and 
an awful evidence of our backſliding. Thoſe 
deſpiſers of divine ordinances neither love nor 
practiſe the duties of the cloſet. They entail up- 
on their unhappy families the fearful curſe of God 
who is jealous for his worſhip, and will Pour 
s out his fury upon the Heathen who know 
© him not, and the families who call not upon 
te his name.“ 5 * God loveth the Gates of 
* Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob.” 
And his children eſteem A day in his courts 
_ | | te better 
22 Pet. 2, 20, 21, 22. 5 Jer. 10. 25. 
c Pla. 87. 2. & 84. 1. 10. 


Eu! 
« better_ than a thouſand; and had rather be a 
&« door-keeper in the houſe of God, than to 
« dweff in tents of wickedneſs.” 4 Do you not 
therefore bear upon you the viſible marks of 
apoſtacy, whoſe ſeldom attendance upon the 
ordinances of God, eſpecially ye whoſe entire 
deſertion of them, manifeſt a wearineſs. 'with: 
his ſervice, and the enmity of your hearts a- 
gainſt the God of ordinances ? Ye hate com- 
munion with him, and forſaking the God and 
worſhip of your fathers, have aſſociated with 


the enemies of the kingdom of Chriſt !! The 
pious example a number of you have ſeen, and 


the pious inſtructions you have received in your fa- 
ther's houſes, will riſe up in Judgment againſt 
you, O ye who ſell your intereſt with God's peo- 


ple, for the debauching pleaſures of the fleſh, as 


prophane Eſau, who for one morſel of meat 
ſold his birthright 7 Where will you appear, or 
what account can you render to your incenſed 
Judge, in the great day of his appearance? In- 
to his hand we muſt commit you, who ſaith of 
the obſtinate and ſelf-willed, I will anſwer 


te that man by myſelf. 2 But, conſider, we 


pray you, conſider, before it be too late, that 


te It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of 


the living God.“ Your crimes. are aggra- 
vated ye neglecters of God's ſervice, by repeated 
counſels, admonitions, rebukes and warnings 
given to you in public and private. Aggrava- 
ted by the moſt folemn Vows ſome of you have 
* made 
a Zet. 14. 7. 3 Heb. 10. 31. 
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SS), | | 
made in the preſence of God, angels and men. 
When you recognized your baptiſmal oþligati- 
ons, the heavens and the earth were called to 
witneſs for the truth of your performance! 
Where can ſuch perjury be found, where fuch 

uilt, under the whole heavens? Papiſts and 
Due are more zealous about their falſe 
worſhip; Heathens are more careful to ſerve the 
gods made with hands, than many who have 
received the badge of Chriſtianity are to ſerve the 


only living and true God. Nor is this the 


crime of the more ignorant only, or thoſe whom 
the world eſteem as more inſignificant : It is 
alſo the crime of many who with to be thought, 
and who do call themſelves, the better ſort of 
people. The richer ſort, they ſhould ſay, the 
prouder, the viler ſort of people! Like brutes 
they live ! Like brutes they are like to die! 


Never was a land ſo polluted as ours with 
people called Chriſtians, who have leſs appa- 
rent religion than many Heathens. 
_ Heathens have often manifeſted much zeal 
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e | 
honour. With theſe a number of the children 


of profeſſing parents have already Joined in heart 
and practice. And What is indeed remarkable, 
and a tarniſh to a chriſtian country, many who 
profeſs. the name and religion of Chrift, will 
vote into places of public traſt ſame of thoſe 


infidels rather than intelligent and ſober pro- 


teſſors; as Paul faid to the Corinthians, we 
«« Speak this to your Shame.“ 2 Is it indeed 


ſo, can it be fo that in a country fo populous 


as ours, there is not a fufficient number of ju- 
dicious ſober profeſſors, in good ſtanding in 
their reſpective ſocieties, or the reſpective de- 
nominations of Chriſtians to which they belong, 
into whoſe hands we may put the reins 'of 
Government? Are we reduced to the hard ne- 
ceſſity of chooſing debauchees and infidels, 
to make and execute laws for us? Men, who 
by their pernicious example and opinions will 
corrupt the morals of the people, eſpecially the 
young and riſing generation! We repeat it a- 
gain, we © Speak this to your Shame!“ 


5. Of thoſe who ſeem to make ſome conſci- 
ence of performing duty, many are criminally 
partial in their obedience. Separating what 
God has inſeparably united, they practiſe ſome 
of the duties and accept ſome of the privile 


of chriſtianity, without a due regard to all of 


them. Some ſeem to ſhow a reſpect to the law 
of God, who pay little or no reſpect to the 
Spe. 


4 1 Cor. 6. 5. 


( 14 ) | 

Goſpel. Others. profeſs a regard. to the Goſpel 

ons, | of Chi who pay little attention 
| to the duties of the law, which all who are 


juſtified , through faith in Chnſt are bound and 
inclined to obſerve as the rule of their lives. - 
Some profeſs a regard to the duties of the firſt 
| table of the law, but do not duly attend to the 
11 duties of the ſecond table; they on the name, 
worſhip, ordinances and ſabbaths of God; but 
1 neglect the duties of juſtice and charity to men. 
1 Others again neglecting the duties they owe to 
: God, attend only to thoſe due to fellow crea- 
I tures. In theſe alſo- many are partial. The 
make a boaſt of paying the! 


J ir juſt debts, an 
1 on this ſlender foundation build their hopes of 
| eternal happineſs, notwithſtanding they make 
no conſcience of flander, or ſlyly taking an 
advantage in a bargain. Some will attend pub- 
| lic worſhip on the Sabbath, who negleſt the 
devotions of the family and cloſet. Again ſome 
| are advocates for outward duties, ſuch as pray- 
er, and hearing the word preached, who have 
4 no juſt perceptions of the nature and neceſſity 
: of e taith, ſelf-denial, and making us 
| new hearts. Theſe, as the gifts ot God, are 
as commanded, are the creatures duty. 
All, except an abandoned few, ſeek, nay, urge 
to obtain baptiſm for their children. But ma- 
ny wholly negle& the other ſeal of the cove- 
nant; altho' ** Do this in remembrance of 
me,” be as expreſly an injunction of Chriſt, as 


teach and baptize, repent, beheve on the Lord 
Jeſus 
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I Jefus Chriſt, and love God with all the heart. 
\ FT This neglect commonly ariſeth from an aver- 
| ſion to holy living, to which they ſuppoſe the 
Sacrament of the Supper bindeth. But, Bre- 
theren, what diſpeniation have you in baptiſm, 
which is forbidden by the Lord's Supper? are 
not the obligations of the one ordinance the ſame 
as the obligations of the other? and the qua- 
lifications neceflary for the one the ſame, in 
general, as the qualifications for the other? 
The liberty many take in this inſtance is, we 
doubt not, a great ſource of backſliding and 
abounding impieties in our Churches. We 
beſeech the gwlilty to reflect ſeriouſly upon their 
conduct. How can ye expect to fit down with 
the friends of the Bridegroom at his marriage 
ſupper in heaven, who refuſe to fit down with 
them at his ſupper upon earth? and all of you 
who only pay a partial attention to the com- 
mands of God, remember, that they only ſhall 
have reaſon to be unaſhamed, who have a re- 
ſpect to all his commandments. 
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6. Many of thoſe who are more ſtrict and 
conſtant in the performance of duty, turn their 
duties and frames into a new modelled covenant 
of works, or a new law of Grace, repugnant to 
the pure Grace of the Goſpel, Of this rank 
of Sinners there are two claſſes. | 


1. Thoſe who truſt that their outward obe- 
dience to the law will ſave them; or that this, 


( $1 0) 


if fnteraly | performed, will recommend) them 
ta the divine acceptance «through. the righteout- 


neſs of Chriſt. Their ſentiment; is this - Chxiſt 
procured pardon by his blood for thoſe who! 
male, or try to make themſelves righteous by 
fincere: obedience, and thus recommend tbem- 
ſelves to the favour of God. If they ory ſig- 
cerely to do their att, they ſay, Obtriſt Will 
not fail to do his;0and wherein they come ſheft, 
be ill make t up for them. Erofeſſors of this 
ſtamp have ne juſti notion af the total depravity 
ot the heart, and the abſalute peceſſity of a 
faving change Vroughtr upon it, befere ye can 
do any thing ſincerely, and truly pleaſing to 
God. Nor have they any proper apprehenſions 
of ſalvation by Grace, through the righteouf - 
nefs of Chriſt imp 
Faith; without reſpect; to eh dons by 
us, or Wraughit in- us. Notwithſtanding all the 
pure inſtruſtions of the Goſpel they have been 
favoured with / as the carnal; jews of old. Ber 
ing ignorant of God's Rightequſneſa, and 
« going about to eſtabliſh their own righteoul- 
<« nefs, ; they have not ſubmitted - themſelves 
* unto the Righteouſneſs of God.“ ⸗ñů 


970 29: a 7 | = L 16 C&S DAD 
1 2.:Some ſelf-righteous: ſinners are conviuced 
of the neceſſity of an inward work ot Grace 
upon the heart, and experience many of the 
common operations of the Spirit, who notwith- 
ſtanding reſt ſhort of Chriſt. e, — 
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uted to us, and received hy N 
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reſt on their geritten, . re repentance, d oe. 
frames, as their righteouſnels.” GP of 

n 


that ag wall recommend them to Chriſt, a 
give them a title to His rightebuſneſs, th 


ro, a without, : an att Qual ap P Lon cation of Chrift 
ſalvation. to their own fouls, They 255 


come. to him as poor, and wretched, Kyi 
— erable, blind and maked, becauſe he freely 


inviteth them; but they ſnatch at the ptomiſes 


1 
J 
7 


as theirs, becauſe they have the price of con- 


5 A d good defires in their hands to buy 
an inter. ine them. As a full proof that 
they reſt Mort of Chtiſt, did they admit the 
N the old blind, dead, ſtony heart 
3 in them, unbroken, and unrenewed. 


This is a ne- gun thread of ſelf. richteoulneſs, 


not common but 1 in times of a common revi- 
k of religion, or where the Goſpel is. preach- 
With great. clearneſs and pungency. But 
in proportion as true piety decays in the 
wrch,. it will decay, as will alſo the o- 


ther branch of legal righteouſneſs mentioned 


above, until at length prophanity and deiſm 


take the place, not only of true piety itſelt, 


but even of every reſemblance of it. This is 


13 in part, and like ſoon to be fully our un- 
fituation, unleſs God ſhall revive his work, 
and . remember Mercy for us, in the midſt 
of thoſe years of nn and deſerved 


Wrath. 


7. It deſerveth a place amongſt our com- 


K Plaints, 


1 
plaints, 6. ſame” ſpury it the due exerciſe of 
oP 940 c Entirely pe ert the de- 
ſign. of © "I arch cenſure was ordained ot 
God for the edification of the Church; © thoſe 
2 80 who reſiſt 1 it, reſiſt not man but God. 

e exhort ſuch to confider leriouſly | how fear- 
ful. it muſt be to live, or die, under a righ- * | 

teous ſentence pronounced by the Miniſters of . 
Chriſt ; for our. Lord aſſureth us that what 
they thus bind on earth, ſhall be bound in hea- 
ven. Others again, making the judicatures of 
Chriſt a ſtage upon which they pour out their 
malice on fellow profeſſors, pervert the deſign 
of diſcipline. If rchey ſuppoſe their character 
or We to be touched, and ſometimes in order 
to make their own dirty character appear fairer 
than their neighbours, they fly direètly to the | 
Church for revenge, without taking the ſteps 
Chriſt has ordered in caſe of perſonal offences . 
and private faults, or enquiring whether the 
matter be properly cognizable by the Church, 
or not. That they do not act from a principle 
of lens or to promote the purity of the 
Church, appears, firſt, from their bitter and ir- 
reconcilable temper. Secondly, they make 4 
ſport of, or ſuffer to paſs unnoticed, * crimes of 
a 'much higher degree, which do not affect 
themſelves. | | 


r uk . / . aan + At oct a 
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8. We ets omit a duty we owe to the 
Churches, did. we not tell you, that the neglect 
of many to ſupport 'the miniſters and 1 

7 


(1920 
of Chriſt, proves. the, coldneſs of their 
towards” himſelf ; and indeed is a ſtrong pr 
to too many did t they admit the eden, "of 
their being Acute of a Prana ple of Corner 
l 110 true honour. is $0 "only a 
neglect” of 'the expreſs. oft od, pot 
: Eater of their own moſt Plehn As ement 
ve their miniſter as müch of their workly 
fat ance; as will enable hit to attend to, His. 
duties, without diſtraction atifing from the cares 
of this life. © Chriſt eſteems Wfrat is done to or- 
againſt | his. miniſters, and, intereſts, as done to 
or N himſelf. - God arraigned, and threat- 
185 he] ews, for ſuffering | the houſe of the: 
Lord to lie waſte white: they attended carefully 
he ceiling of their own houſes. 3 Their with⸗ 
boldi 7 57 tyrhes and*offerings,” by which the 
prieſts were obliged; ag it were; to offer the blind 
85 the lame in facrißce- is. charged as a: rob-. 
committed againſt the Lord himſelf.c And 
Neem h "contended: with their rulers, becauſe 


art 


eget the Levites to deſert their miniſtry, 
an repait” to the fields for their ſuſtenance, by 

e the portion que to them. When 
welt theſe charges exhibited? in their flouriſh- 
ing ſtate? No! but immediately after they 
had been waſted by war, and ſeventy years cap- 
tivity. . Undoubtedly - then, ſuch Churches, 
in a golpet day, as by their parſimony and ne- 


secs, oblige miniſters to r the blind and 
the 


3 Hag. 2 & . 2 c Mal. 3. 8, 9. 
* Neh, 13. 10, 11. 
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| io their mi iſtration! 1255 LE 
th hay 70 With oe y 
175 of the prop of Mater 1 
caule their, 0 ee. ſtances 
Nb and Wed a wot 
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10 4 cannot 
Bo 1905 nece! ary. for 


ing, meditation, a 9 70 


thy co 1 A ofitable diſcharge of thei | 
truſt. 1 ereby nd lie d i of hy 9 8 


9 — 9 of wa due, and ſoul e 


2004 has ordained that they who ferye. 41 the 
altar ſhould live of the altar... They may claim, 
gare to divine appointment, an eaſy: and 
onourable competency, not as 2 A 6 
in ſtrict juſtice: _ To th is, end_t the tythes 
105 9 tribes and forty- ei = 0 = mY 955 
r were * inted to gl 1 te 
£ 
15 


Thirteen - thoſe # lf hes 

of * tribe of A were 14 
ot Aaron, together with kart of ces, 
free-will gfferings 780 other 750 TY fo the 

aintainance of the prieſts and their families. 

t will appear upon an avarage, that the portion o 
the common Levites was one fourth and of the 
prieſts at leaſt one third more than the claim of 20 
en in common. Vet this might not ady 

em above the reſt of their brethren in the 
Fand circumſtances, becauſe. the com . 

Lev. 2d, 6th, * chapters, and Num. 5th, - 
18th chapters. Joſ. chap. 20. 21. 
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"Miniſters" are "public, IE j Fe 
i hged.to by at many mare expences than. tho 

Pr private life they are commanded to 
themſelyes wholly. to the duties of their of i 
and of con ſequence are 1 nan e 

buſineſles others may be employed 

an im 77 5 5 7 gi affairs 8 
they may pay a moderate 2 
95 1 e necellarily ſaffer Joſs for want of 
eir own eye 1 AG them, and ſometimes 
gr 55 7 ought to be examples 
400 ock in 127 ty A deeds of charity 
And as teachers of their duty to others, they 
are. under ſpecial obligations not to incur, the 
odious charge of YU worſe than pu yea in not 
4 AF Fan for hob. el | their 1 


It will appear from all theſe things auly 

weighed, to be neceſſary, in order that miniſters: 

17 perform their ſeveral duties to advantage 

and with propriety, that their ſupport — 
excee 


a 


exceed the incomes of comma good livers, whoſe | 


eircamſtances are « mediu 


futneſs and pinchin ing Jer 1 e 


marks the dehnt 0 1 tHiniſters, and to 
all others. in their ſeveral ſtations, wih K 


t6 their defires and endeavours 'for "good | 
things of this life, as being the fre rein ge 
hog and the moſt 8 9 5 to heir own and | 
he public "good. It is however, much to be | 
regreted, that ſeveral worthy Clergymen, who | 


are frugal in their. expences, and moderate in ri 


their wiſhes'for this 'world, ave not poſſeſſed. of 


this happy medium; "It's alſo to be lamented, 
that young preachers and other ifinerants are tdþ 


frequently diſcouraged and Featly Arden by 
the. illiberality "of contributions for their ſu 


17 7 and ſometimes by their not being given In £ 
ſea fon.” Many ind viduats' we know ſy 1 0 


thize with miniſters under theſe grieva ces; 
they are liberal, and forry that more is not one. 
u great part of the” blame lies at the door 
of thoſe who will not 'daly aſſiſt nor draw in 
an' equal yoke with their brethren. Societies ate 
likewiſe to blame, as well for want of wiſdom 
in laying their plans, as for want of ſpitit and 
reſolution in the execution of them. Did they 
bring their affairs into a due train, and take pro⸗ 
per Ms to keep them ſo, their olitical intereſts 
might be managed to the reputation and advance- 
ment of- religion, without the leaſt © A en PR — 
individuals. It is incomparably m 


a whale \ to put and ks > their ſtr 
in 


G) 
n eaſy eiten tances, di they take proper fe, 
hods for it, than it can be for the" oppreſſed 
iniſter to want what their inattention or par- 
imony withholds from him. And how-readily 


fe 


night. 'vacant Congregations, give a ſuitable re- 
q Zcompence to thoſe.who are ſent to ſupply them, 
it they did but take a little proper carel at 
10 Weaſt it might eaſily be the caſe, we are con- 


inced, in moſt ot the vacancies in our bounds, 
perhaps as caſy as in any part of North-Ame- 
rica. But, O] ſhall we be obliged to give it as 


f Ya mark of our degeneracy, that none, perhaps, 
, Fare more culpable + ares Ha 
hinted of the unfaithful- 


neſs of ſome with reſpect to the fupport of the cauſe 
e Chr:ft, who neither love himſelf nor his Goſpel, 
it might be obſerved, "that it is indeed aſloniſbing, 
= that others, who ſeem io be ſober profeſſors of Cbri- 
Hanity, mamfeſt a criminal indifference with re- 
gard to the eaſe and comfort of their miniſter, 
and an extraordinary want of thought about what- 
may be neceſſary for his ſupport. It is certainly 
extraordinary, that even a moderate exerciſe r 
common ſenſe does not teach them to ſpeak and act 
very differently from what they do. They meaſure" 
the quotas neceſſary" for the ſupport of miniſtert 
nearly by the ſalaries promiſed at the firſt ſettling of 
the country, when" all things were to be procured 
at an eaſy rate, when people were kind to afſilt in 
ö labour 


7 Ar what bas been 
7 
: 
| 
| 


ere ue as is fiber” the ff. pla ati 
ary, and wbhen lantd' tbuld-be purchaſed" to” | 
he 4 4 J tuenty, thirty, or forty, a 
in eme plores or Axry times cbeaper than ir 
cum ar this day. Any geiitleman” cpu mor f 
bave provide 4 funily then with 
— oh than 2 note with ravy bu 225 pou [| 
"or even more money. Tube proplt” there not je 
enough to procure parſonages, | when” it could” Hd 


been eafily done, 150 urged to it both by ee | | 


procure r for tbemſelves, or man, if they 
wenture t0 make. a they muy lie under the.. 
burden withaut, e, dud never be able to.riſe, | 
or bold. their bead. abeve water, unleſi tbey obtain.it.. 
Jome. other way iban by. the. care of - the. people: 
The' the people are commanded. ta know. them ib 
labour among. them, to know them in their wants. 
as well. as otherwiſe, and provide for. their relief, % 

yer they paſi them by unnoticed in this. reſpect; and. | 
70 vifit them by chance, they viſit tbem as 
mere rangers. This cannot but be felt as a. piece, 
of cruel. neglect. The' whole. care is to perſuade a. | 
miniſter to — their call; but when be bas ac 
cepted it, be may take care for himſelf, He muſt. 


provide for himſelf, he mull bear. the-loſs of all deficis- 
encies * death, removals, careleſſneſs, or iil nature: 
And 
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. 


” 
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3 
/ardbhefs g afflicted and poorer Churches. 
LN to imitate the — 
ample d tan Churches in Europe are obliged 
o give the tythes of al they raile;;to the. e 
dliſhed clergy of tbeit 8 axe obliged 
o diſchargen the. oo gunna ING! z- to 
day their: tents uilites exacted 
DY Church: and \Sthteyrs uber are N 
eee e u bjeq 97 aul oc "provide 
dad nds e os bs 5 


And "1 adds 6% he meien i 16, 1 57 he makes the 
eat” com Plane: be is COVELOUS ; z tf be tries any 
her. heme. tor relief, be is worldly. In Hurt, 
vil 5 15 1 nale 10 without raw, be 11 4 


there" is ſomethirig wrong abvut Bu. 
e 'bit praiſe, it was oncr ſaid by a 
arty Elder of this Preſbytery, pleading the 
auſe of his miniſter, that people are not clear 
pf their. oath to ſupport their miniſter competently, 
bo” bis gf Ping 5 paid, wbich is commonly 
ar from caſe, if it be found upon 
rial, . (arid t trial ought to be made) that 
what was promiſed is inſufficient for his ſupport ; 


ö Becauſe they not rar {Fins ſubſcribed as individuals, 


Vu the whale eng as a collective body, to give 
im ſuch an N and ſufficient maintai nance, 
2s would enable bim to attend to the duties of his 
Wffice, without diſtraction ariſing from the cares of 
ſchis life. Theſe are ſerious matters, and we fear 
will bave ſerious and fatal conſequences to our 


Churches, if not attended to in time. 
| D 


. 
provide convenient houſes of x, „And uf 
ford "their fniſters a devent ant! urable 


ſuppott. Im Ur own country, ſeveral” congre- 


gations in inen werte circumſtinces than the 
moſt of urs; having had their trade much 
more obRructedl, and be much mor dxpoſod 
to the tasnges of  waty have repaired and ſome 
of Wem Bt convement houſes of worſhip, 


annd at the ſame time, paid a due attention to 
divine ordinances, and. to thaſe who labour in 
word and doctrine amongſt them. In other 
places they have formed congregations, called | 


« 


miniſters, ſubſcribed liberally for their ſupport, 


erected houſes of. worſhip, attended duly to | 


. ordinanges in ſeaſon and out, of, ſeaſon, and 
mage pr viſion for their families: All this they 
have th the working:tool in the one 


hand, and the weapon of defence in the other 


© Prove, me here with, faith the Lord of hoſts, 
ate will not open the windows of heaven, 

ur you out a bleſſing, that there hall 
e not he. room enough to receive it,” a They | 
have proved the Lord with their duties of love, 


t an 


and he has performed bis word of truth to them, 
by the effulion of manifold bleſſings upon them, 
eſpecially the rich and remarkable influences of 


his Grace. But, O! what is to become of our 
withering Churches, who live like the ſecure * 
Zidonians and will not duly exert themſelves ; 
for God in one reſpect nor in another, Is he | 
| about 


4 Mal. 3. 10 
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abaut to ipue ſuch out of his mouth To re- 
movn their candleſtick out of its place 
To thaſe wha try to evade conviction upon 
this paint with an empty jeſt, and cloak their 
on guilt with the common cant phraſe of co, 
vetouſneis in the clergy; we anſwer, It is 
your cauſe we plead, had you eyes to ſeę it 
It is à part of God's counſel we deliver to you, 
which. at this time it would be a crime in us to 
conceal. And we aſk you, how will you, or 
bow can you free yourſelves, from the charge of 
ſacriligious robbery? à robbery of the worſt 
kind: Ye have robbed me, ſaith. the Lord! 
to Read the charge, and tremble, ye who can, but 
d will not aſſiſt your brethren to ſupport the 
Church of Chriſt, Read with application the 
E judgment of God upon Ananias and Sapphira, 
tor holding back part of the price, ye who 
promiſe ſomething tor the ſupport of. Chriſt's 
cauſe, but will not comply with your engage- 
ment. The flimſey excuſes ſome of you offer 
for your conduct, are a reproach to chriſtiani- 
ty, a tarniſh. to human nature itſelf! 


We have from principle been oppoſite to e- 
ſtabliſhments as nurſeries of Tyranny. Yet we 
cannot but bear our teſtimony againſt the li- 
centiouſneſs of thoſe who uſe their liberty as a 
cloak of covetouſneſs. This, as well as tyran- 
ny, finks the intereſts of the Church. Upon 


this point, therefore, we muſt addreſs every 
| principle 


( 28 ) 
principle of reaſon, and conſcience, and ho- 
nour in you. It is in —— power to aſſiſt the 
Church in outward reſpects, if ye will. And 
will ye not lend an aſſiſting hand to ſave the 
cauſe from ſinking which you have proteſſed? 
Prove the Lord by your care for his cauſe, and 
fee if he will not pour out a bleſſing up- 
on your baſket and your ſtore, upon your per- 
ſons and your families, and upon the labouring 
cauſe of our Lord jeſus Chriſt amongſt us. 
Aſſiſt the ſtruggles of your brethren, who la- 
bour and long for the proſperity of Zion. Let 
pitty to them, let your own intereſt, let the 
command of God, let the obligations of your 
duty, and let the honour of chriſtianity in the 
world, rouſe your attention, and excite you to 
your duty. $0 

We cannot, however, expect an effectual re- 
medy for this, or any other of our complaints, 
until the Holy Spirit be poured from on 
high to revive his Church. Without this her 
outward glory as well as her inward beauty 
will decay, and we ſhall become a reproach, 
and a taunt, and a bye-word upon the earth. 
The only principles of liberality to the Church, 
where there is no eſtabliſhment to oblige it, are 
honour, conſcience, and piety. True honour 
1s a jewel too rarely to be found among the 
treaſures of fallen men—Many profeſſors have 
made ſhipwreck of conſcience—Piety is a ſeed 
thinly ſown, and the few remains of it are fad- 


ly 


| (. ag Y 
ly withered. We add this as another motive to 
exeite every one to be earneſt with God to re- 
Mon de its ta 
Thus, brethren, we have pointed out to you. 
ſome of the leading marks of our backfliding. 
All our Churches may not be equally guilty. 
And ſome of them, we doubt not, are more 
guilty in one reſpect, ſome in another. But all 
are ſo guilty, and our crimes are ſo prevalent, 
as to expoſe us to imminent danger, unleſs it 
ſhall be prevented by timely repentance. 


| II. We proceed now to point out ſome of 
the leading cauſes of our backſliding. - This is 
neceſſary as well to excite us to repentance, as 


for our future warning and admonition. 


1ſt. Our defections, as well as the defections 
of the Church in almoſt every age, have ori- 
ginated from the declenfions of the ſaints them- 
ſelves. | A fource this that few, perhaps, have 
attended to! Who could believe that the lights 


of the world would ſpread a cloud upon the 


Church? — That the ſalt of the earth would 
be the means of putrifaction in her? Vet it is 
a mournful truth, that ſo indeed the caſe is. 
From their ſpiritual decays aroſe thoſe evils in 
the Church of Epheſus, for which God threat- 
ened to . them. That Church was 
not accuſed of prophanity, or falſe doctrine; 
nor for want of diſcipline, or patience, or la- 
bour for Chriſt's name ſake. In all theſe re- 
ſpects they ſtood fair, and were highly com- 

mended 


6300 | 
mended..' But the charge was leaving their firſt 
love; a decay in their ſpiritual affections; Which 
; gradually operated to the deſtructian af: the 
very things for which they were commend- 


The lively exerciſe of love in the hearts af 
believers gives ſuch tenderneſs to all their affec- 
tions, ſheds ſuch a ſavour on all their devoti- 
ans, and ſtamps fuch heavenlineſs on all their 
conduct and converfation, as fixes an impreſſi. 
on upon others, that there is an excelleney and 
power in religion which they have not known, 
and which they ought to be acquainted with. 
This excites their deſire to know what it is, 
and rouſes their reſolution to ſeek and be ac+ 
quainted with Chriſt themſelves. The daugh- 
ters of Jeruſalem, 'or common profeſfors, ſtruck 
with the ſpiritual glory of the ſpouſe of Chriſt, 
when ſhe enjoyed near communion with hex 
Lord, cry out in aſtoniſhment, * Who is this 
© that cometh out of the wilderneſs, like pillars 
* of ſmoak, perfumed with myrrh and frank- 
s incenſe, with all powders of the merchant? 
Amazed at her ſolicitude to obtain his ſmiles, 
they enquire, © What is thy beloved more than 
* another beloved, O thou faireſt among wo- 
© men? what is thy beloved more than another 
* beloved, that thou doſt ſo. charge us? In 
anſwer to this enquiry of the daughters of 
Jeruſalem, the bride of Chriſt gave ſuch a de- 
ſcription of the glory of her Saviour as fired 

their 

a Cant. 3. 6. b Cant. 5. 9- 
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Meir minds with a reſolution to ſeck and enjoy 
be Whether is thy beloved gone, 
% thou; faireſt among women ? whether 1 
thy beloved turned; alide ? that 5 * 
<« him, with thee. e Many, and great have been 
the eftects of a lively frame in re on to con- 
vince others, and allure them to Chriſt. 

But when believers loſe their firſt love, they 
becbme like the ſalt which bas loſt its favour, 
uſeful for nothing, but rather hurtful to every 
thing. Their deadneſs, - their ſtumbles, and 
thaw conformity to the world, throw ſtumbling 
blocks in the way of others, and leave an im- 
preſſion upon the minds of thoſe around them, 
that there is little in religion but a. mere form. 
The common convictions, therefore, | which o- 
thers might have received from their example, 
gradually die away. And their common affee- 
tions for religion ceaſing, nothing pleaſes them, 
but what tickles their faney, or ſoothes them 

Into a pleafing ſlumber ; Then they preſently 
drop the form; droping the form, and conſci- 
ence being laid aſleep; they run into every ſcene 
of {tn and vanity, which corrupt nature prompts 
them to. This is not all; but as conſcience 
mult have its plaiſter to give it eaſe, ſome of 
them to this end drink in error, firſt in drops, 
then in large draughts. Theſe communicate 
the poiſon to others, and they to others again, 
until the infection becomes contagious. This 
18 the very way in which deiſm has commonly 


crept 


c Cant. 6. 1. 


into the diſmal an of perdition. The ſubtle 
who is ever watchful to 


ſow his tares while men ſleep, will take the 


32) 

into the Church; and all the abominai. 
ons that have ever tarniſhed her glory. Thus 
you ſee the gradual progreſs of apoſtacy. Por- 
mality ſprings from the loſs of a ſpititual 
Frath&==NegleRt: of duty takes the place of fot- 
mality—prophanity” ſucceeds the neglect of du- 
ty and the un ooerapting: errors eloſe 
* ſcene. 53 2119924 

It is but too ovident that, Jn gence, — 


trod! in all thoſe ſteps; except the laſt, and are 


juſt preparing to take our next ſtep upon that 
unhallowed ground. It: Four comfort, amd 


all our cauſes of mourning, that this 
are as yet free from groſs errors, and our peo- 
ple will as yet ſuffer the wlioleſome doctrines of 


Grate to be preached to them. Vet we cannot 


but tremble at our ſituation. We are in a con- 
dition the moſt unhappy in caſe of an attack 


from error which we fear will make its approach 
unte us, perhaps gradually at firſt, but after- 
wards, unleſs prevented by divine Grace, will 
pour in like a mighty flood, and with its impe- 
tuous torrent ſweep down before it whole ſhoals, 
eſpecially of our unprincipled and wanton youth, 


enemy of mankin 


advantage of our drouſineſs to ſow his corrupt 
ſeed, unleſs undeſerved mercy prevent him. 
That he may be prevented, and that we may 


be thoroughly healed, let us remember from 
whence we are fallen, and repent, and do the 


firſt 


ee e 9.9 5 
Get, works. It ſhould. ſhame you who have. 
known: the comforts of God's ſove, it ſhould, 
fill you with, temorſe and contrition, it ſhould 
draw from you the moſt hearty confeſſions of 
your guilt, and it ſhould engage you to the moſt | 
earneſt and unceaſing endeavours for a reſtora- 
tion of the Arine preſence to the Churches, that 
you have been the firſt criminal cauſes of judg- 
ment coming. upon them — Lou Who habe 
been made pattakers of the Grace of God, heirs 
of his kingdom, and joint heirs with Chriſt ! 
You who have felt the bitterneſs of fin, and 
the pains of a wounded conſcience for it! You. 
who have known the comforts" of redeeming 
loye, and the powerful obligations of it to live 
to Chriſt : He that reſteth in his love, ſpeaks 
it to you once more, to recover you from your 
backſlidings, as he did at firſt to recover you 


from the ruins of your fallen ſtate; The ma- 


« ſter is come, and he calleth for you.“ Rouſe 
then from your ſlumbers, and attend to his 
voice, leſt you ſhould hear it ſpeaking to you 


in alarming accents, and perhaps when you 


. » S 5 


may be near the end of your race. 


2. The neglect of the heads of families to 
train up their children and thoſe under their 
care in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, is a prevailing cauſe of our defection. It 
was one principal ſource of the apoſtacy of the 
ten Tribes ot Iſrael from the true worſhip of 
God, for which they are arraigned and ſeverely - 
ä E 2 threatened ; 


AE 


and your hands are deep dyed in the blood 
. of the  deathleſs fouls of your own offspring. 
0 * careleſs and vicious heads of families 
perfid 


| againſt the Lord, and cruelty to your own fleſh 
and blood -e who ſuffer your children to 
run like the untutored favages—ye whoſe ex- 


CR 


threatened; „ They have dealt treacherouſly a- 


* gainſt the Lord: They have begotten ſtrange 
children: Now ſhalla month devour them with 


their portions.” a And it is no leſs a. ſource of 


our apoſtacy from the true principles and practice 
of chrifianity. Your neßlect of duty and ill 
example have alienated your families from God, 
55 his people, and from his ſervice; and 
thus have you procuted the charge of treachery 


in God's holy Covenant, and his ' curſe upon 


your bleſſings. All the inſtructions of the pul- 


pit, and the ſcraps of time miniſters can re- 


deem to ſpeak to every one in private, will be 
of little avail, where there is no proper cate in 
families to prepare youth for the reception and 
due improvement of them. Where wholeſome 


inſtruction, due diſcipline, and holy example, 
the leading duties of your vow when ye offered 
your children to the Lord in baptiſm, are lack- 
ing, what can be expected but a race of infi- | 


dels nurſed up in the boſom of the Church ? | 


Hereby God, who calleth you to holineſs, is 


difhonoured ; the Church, which Chriſt hath 
purchaſed with, his own blood, is injured, 


is marked on your conduct! treachery 


ample 


a Hoſ. 5. 7. 


; 
f 


veral inſtances, to the injury of the Church. 


1 


54 35 15 
am 4 1 them to rophane rather t 
raiſe the bleſſed name 5 which they are ban 
| 1—Teacheth them, inftead of truth and he- 
lineſs, the arts of diffimulation, fraud, detrat- 
tion, and to defile themſelves with the luſts of 
the fleſh Inſtead of ſeeking firſt the kingdom 
of God and his righteouſneſs, teacheth then to. 
lay up treaſure upon earth, as the chief good! 
—Ye who by refuſing the incenſe of the even- 
ing and the morning facrifice to God, teach. 
your children to refrain prayer before him! And 
all ye, Who inſtead of r 6 them to keep, 
God's ſabbaths and gr gg his ſanctuary, in- 
ſtru& them to violate both, by your loitering at 
home for the eale of the fleſh, Hike brufes of 
the RAIL or gadding abroad, like the wild aſſes. 
colt! We beſeech you, brethren, who are guil- 
of theſe, or ſimilar crimes,; we pray you, 
2 every. thing ſacred, 80 conſider rn: Ways. 


IP, as 4 
Our ap ſtacies took their riſe tom a re 
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their own. Ir is indeed to be de that 2 ä 
ſchiſms in the Church have opened a wide door 


to this pernicious practice, by which the ſtrict 


exerciſe. of diſcipline has been obſtructed in ſe- 
But 


\ 


\ - 
% 


1, . 36 ) 
But it is 4.8 rat miſtake. to ſuppoſe that 107 
intereſts Se promoted. by a relaxation, | 
government, except in ſome caſes peculiarly cir- 
cumſtanced; for obſervation and experience 
teach us, that the ſtrength of a ſociet as well as 


E and influence, in the world depend- 


much upon 4 wiſe. and ſteady exefeiſe of 
diſcipline. - 

Here we beg leave to mention And Urine 
9 rempye; à too prevalent miſtake, a, miſtake 
W woah. has been a ſource of much impiety as 

mongſt the youth of our day, viz... That they 
are not n jects $ Church, 99 95 until 
xecogniſe their baptiſmal yows by an ap- 
8 to God at his own . or b Leg 


Thais & 1 PP, to him in baptiſm, A miſtake this 
for i in . baptiſm children. are taken 1 into 


the 1 to be trained pp for Cod. But as 
they cannot, at non-age, be immediately under 
the cognizance of church-officers, they are com- 
mitted to 82 org e of parents, or other 
ſponſors, to brought up in the nurture and 
adm nition of the Lord, And, indeed, it 1s a 
conſiderable ground, of their admiſſion, that per- 
ſons tuppoled to be faithful, and ſufficiently qua- 
lified for the truſt, engage for their religious 5 
ducation. "It therefore minors, . arrived to 

competent underſtanding to receive counſels a 
admonitions from the Church, ſhall continue 
in the commiſſion of ſin, or the uſual neglect 
ot the dutjes which they were bound by their 
baptiſm to perform, they ought to be called to 


an 


X R a 
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an account b / the officers of the Church, and 


cenſured for their conduct. Sponſors alto, pa- 
rents or Fg ate able to cenſure,” if it ſhall 
be found that the crimes öf their pupils have 
originated from, or been "Sign in, Tce 
the r neglect ot ar conduct. 


s 3 LIC 1 3905 


11 is to be feared, che too FUE "he ſue- 


cen of the Gelpel has been hindered, by mini- 
ſters dependance upon their own gifts rather 
than upon the Grace which is in Chriſt, by 
their not trying to have their own hearts duly 
impreſſed With the importance of the meſſages 
they bring to the people, and by ſeekjng rather 
to gain t applauſe -than to gain their hearts 
for God. Self is a deadly fly, which ſpoils the 
ointment, and lurks under many diſguiſes.” It 
provoketh God to blaſt our labours, and unfit- 


eth us for the profitable discharge of our LON N 


III. We ſhall now lay before vou be of the 
leading duties neceſſary to revive the decaying 
intereſts of our Church. We wiſh, brethren, 
to 12 the health of the daughter of our 
people, by ſtriking at the root of our diſeale, 
left our wound become incurable. In order to 
this we beſeech _ 

iſt. To weigh ſeriouſly the difiiſen and guilt 
of our apoſtacy, the diſhonoùr it does to God, 
and the mourntul effects of it upon ourſelves, 
our poſterity, 'and the world around us. With- 


put a ſenſe of theſe _—_ upon your hearts, 


every 
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every attempy we can make to direct you to the 
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means; meceſlary for your ſalvation will be. in 
vain, ::Q: conſider, that tho you ſhould .{lecp, 
God's eye will be awake; and the lukewarmneſs. 


of the Masch is ſo nauſeous to him, tliat he 


will ſpue her out of his mouth FEPt- the. fr 
come zealous and Gr 
5 . Try faithfully to have the, ſpirit of anci⸗ 
ent chriſtianity, revived, in your qyn ſouls, and 
the ſouls ot others. If you wauld; recover 1 
firſt love, < Remember from whence y u are 
2 en, , and do the firſt works. Be, ſerious 6-4 
careful in ourattendanceon every mean of Grace 
ublic ks 4 private. Beware ofi reſting 1 in a. lifeleſs 
m, without the power of godlineſs—be impor- 
tunate and conſtant at the throne of Grace for 
the Holy Spirit to convince you and others of 
fin, rightyouſneſh,. and judgment. And by 
wiſe counſels and reproofs, united to a bo! y 
_ with God, diſcountenance all vice 
others, and i n to all holineſs and Vai 


rue. li i 71 14 { : 919M ; 
190:Lo.pients, dr al hands of families he 


very caretul to train up their families for. God. 
Take all due pains to inſtruct them in the glory 
and importance ot Goſpel doctrines— to impreſs 

upon their hearts a ſenſe of their ſin, their guilt 
and their danger. Open to them the deplora- 


ble condition 4 fallen e and their abio- 


8 lute 
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jute need of Chriſt to ſave them—ſhow them 
the excellency and fullneſs of redemption by the 
Blood and Spirit of Chriſt—the amiableneſs, 
the nature and neceſſity. of piety and virtue in 
their various lovely branches - be watchful to 
reſtrain them from vice and -folly, and to en- 


ſet before them a pure and convincing exam- 
ple, not only by a careful attendance on every 
ordinance, but by the ſpirituality of your own 
frame in religious duties, and a life of cloſe 
communion with God. And, O ſee that your 
families alſo pay a proper reſpect to theſe du- 
ties ! inn ; 110 VER 2 


4. We. do earneſtly enjoin it upon parents 
and all Church officers, to be careful in train- 
ing up and exciting young people, to recogniſe 
their baptiſmal vows, as early in life as may 
be, by a public acknowledgment of them, and 

a dedication of themſelves unto the Lord. This 
is neceſſary: to Sow a Seed in the Church, that 
will grow up to the glory of God. 'And we 
might have obſerved, that a deficiency in this 


with briers and thorns. - 


"5: We do entreat and enjoin upon all Church 
office 

ſtrictly put into practice, without fear or fa- 
vour, our juſt and wholeſome laws againſt of- 
\ fenders of every deſcription, high and low, rich 
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courage them to righteous and virtuous actions 


reſpect is one reaſon why She is ſo overgrown | 
rs to revive the ſpirit of diſcipline, and 


and 
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and poor, old and young, who mãy be capable 


Jubjects of cenſure. Admoniſh and rebuke the 
guilty, in public, or in private according to the 
nature and aggravation of their erimes - ſuſpend 
From ſpecial privileges thoſe: who do not reform 
Land execute the neceſſary but too much ne- 
glected cenſure. of ex communication from the 
communion of the Church, thoſe who, -atter 
| repeated reproots and warnings,” obſtinately 

perſiſt in atrocious crimes, or heretical opini- 

ons. Paying always, nevertheleſs, a ſuitable 
teſpect unto the coydition and circumſtances ot 
perſons and places, leſt by putting old wine in- 

to new bottles, or new wine into old bottles, 
the bottles periſh, and the wine be ſpilt. N 


$22 | 0189 un :5 
6. As much dependeth upon ſuitable care and 


proper regulations in ſocieties, in order to pro- 


mote the intereſt of religion amongſt them, 
we muſt beſeech your careful obſervation of tlie 
wholeſoms advices given by our Synod, and the 


regulations they planned, years ago, for the. 


health of the ſocieties under their care — ſuch as 
the erection of ſocieties of manners, the ap- 


pointment of committees to manage the politi- 


cal affairs of congregations, the keeping exact 
regiſters ot baptiſms, marriages, deaths, &c. 
The choofing of deacons, and providing conve- 
- nient glebes as ſoon as may be. Eſpecially let 
there be a due obſervation of that very neceſſary 
and repeated injunction of Synod, that the peo- 
ple be ſteadily repreſented in our * 
" 2. . ; K err 
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tery, eſpecially to young e and all who 
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nduct of miniſters as means to promote re- 
for ation, let every member of this Preſbytery, 
and every; preacher in our bounds, © Take 
© heed to 0 Himſelf and to his doctrine, 2 That 
ehe adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
all things, 2 knowing that the follies and 
ſtumbles ot miniſters tarniſn the ſacred charac- 
ter,, and cauſe the offerings of the Lord to be 


abharred : Let him watch for ſouls as one who 


muſt give an account to God, and remember 
this direction of the Apoſtle, © Preach the word, 
« be. inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ; reprove, 
« rebuke, exhort, with all! ſuffering and 
% doctrine. c Having received this miniſtry, 
« let every one Renounce the hidden things 


« of diſhoneſty, not walking in crattineſs, nor 


* handling the word of God deceitfully, but by 
< manife ation of. the truth, commending our- 
« ſelves to every man's conſcience i in the ſight of 


God. d—In, doctrine ſhewing uncorruptneſs, 
0 gravity, ſincerity, ſound * which cannot 
* he condemned. ? 


For inſtruction and warning to this Preſby- 


may 
1 Tim, 4: 16. 2 Tit. 2. d. in 2 
42 Cor. 4. "4 7 15. „ 
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ir ruling elders, This is neceſſary, as well 
for other good pu les, as to preſerve the 
privileges. of the people 5 our valuable con- 


- 


(#) 


way incline to join with us, we ate here con- 
ſtrained 40 mention a tew things, which, are op- 
poſite to thoſe apoſtolic *injunions, and have 
a ſtron "Swat upon hindering the fucceſs 
of the The miniſter who holdeth back 
what, may 10 profitable to the hearers, 1 
what ma, de moſt profitable to them, for fear 
of giving offence. or condemning himfelf, un- 
doubtedly Walketh in. craftineſs, and handferh 
the word Cot God deceitfulty. A miniſter” may 
| Penh nothing but truth, and yet not preach 
ithfully, ne he does not declare the 
whole cel of God. He may be chatgeable 
with no error, and yet be very 4 gu , as well 
for not ſaying what oug ht to b faid upon 
his ſubject, as for not a pplying | it. cloſe Pine 
to the conſciences of Tg bearers Nor can he 
be ſaid to ſhow. uncofruptnels in doctrine, 
found ſpeech which cannot condemned, wh 
2 ed. his ſermons with doubtful phraſ- 


which may have a. very dangerous meaning | 


Seeber in them. It is not an unprecedented 
thing ts conceal error under a falſe diſguiſe, or 
ſhew of Goſpel. truth, This may be done ei- 
ther as, the effect of a falſe education, or of de- 
ſign, that thę people may indiſcernably drink in 
porſonous keys —Another fault in preaching of 
much more hyrttul tendency than people are a- 
Ware, is an afte&tation of novel. phraſes and ſen- 
timents. This is commompy the effect of a 
ſtrong deſire in the preacher to appear as an 
original, tho he may not have the ſmalleſt pre- 

| tenſions 
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F 
tenſions. to ſuch. a, character. The. unfailin 
effect. of ſuch. teaching is, to ſwell the W Mg 


mind with a conceit of lus own abilities, and 
form giddy, opinionative hearers; while, before 


they are aware, it may whirl both bitafelf and. 
them round into the gulph of error and incon- 
ſiſtencies. Here it ought to be obſerved, that 


a miniſter's principal buſineſs lies in conviction 
and perſuaſion, not in. dry ſpeculation, or in 


teaching truths, not known in the Churches; 
theretore it ought to be his chief aim to lead. 
his hearers, to the faith. and. practice of already 
received. doctrines. . | | 


Affectation of the ſublime is another error 


in preaching, which only puffeth up the mind 


of the preacher with imaginary glory, and for 


à time deceiveth his injudieious hearers. This 
only entertains the audience with tinſel orna- 
ments inſtead ot the ſolid inſtructions of the 
pulpit, or with ſwelling bombaſt inſtead of true 
ſubſimity. The light af ſuch. inſtructions dies 


like the ſhootin meteor, in an inſtant, and 
paſſeth away with an empty ſound, as the cloud 


without rain, leaving no laſting impreſſions 
a the heart, Nothing (error excepted) is 
more cold and diſguſtful to the pious or intelli- 
gent mind, than ſwelling tragical pomp with- 
out affections; the voice and mere production's 
of the head without the heart! Such preachers 
ſhould know, that the leading principles of true 
ſublimity are dignity of genius and pathos, 


by 


which in the chriſtian, orator ſhould be kindled 


( 44 ) | 

by fire from God's altar. And that its juſteſt 
ſtandard is the word of God, in which we- find 
no gingling ſounds,” no ſwollen empty deſcripti- 
ons, no paint put upon the pearl; but a native 
ſimplicity, perſpicuity, dignity and ſtrength; 
the language not contrived to embellifh the i- 
deas, but natively owing from them, and 
therefore the moſt happily adapted to im- 

reſs a ſenſe of them upon the heart.—A dron- 
iſh and unmeaning cant, ſubſtituted in the 
room of ſeriouſneſs and miniſterial gravity, will 
only lay the hearers upon their pillow, and lull 
them into ſpiritual ſlumber—To collect the bare 
bones of orthodoxy from old fyſtems of divinity, 
and throw them among the people, will have 
little tendency to convince them, or give fire 
to their affeftions—The mere agitation and fu- 
ry of nature, which is fomtimes miſtaken for 
pure zeal, is only a fire without the ' ſmall till 


voice of the Goſpel and Spirit of Chriſt And 


an unbounded wandering from our ſubhject, or a 
. - multiplicity of ideas crouded into the diſcourſe, 
which have little connexion” with or tendency 
to illuſtrate our main theme, will lead the 
hearers minds away from it, and vail the prin- 
cipal object from their ſighg t. 
To avoid thoſe and ſimilar errors, and to ob- 
tain the great ends of our miniſtry, let none of 
us content himſelf with merely doing his duty, 
or even doing it with reputation, without gain- 
ing ſouls for the Lord. Let every one fix, as 
the great objects of all his adminiſtrations, the 


increaſe 
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increaſe of Chriſt; tho' he himſelf ſhould 2 
creaſe, and to convert ſinners to him, and build 
up believers in their holy faith. Let every one 
take pains to have his on heart impreſſed with 
a ſenſe of the importance of the meſſages he 
bears to the people, and the worth of their im- 
mortal ſouls, as well as with a ſenſe of his on 


inſufficiency to think even a good thought as of 


. and that all his ſufficiency is of God. 

pecially let him take the greateſt care that his 
= bs Mee be right with God; that he live near 
to him and under the lively impreſſions of his 
Grace and love. Let him — as well as preach 


the Goſpel, daily acquiring more acquaintance 


with and making greater progreſs in the ſpiri- 
tual lite. And it would, no doubt, be of the 


' higheſt advantage to have, in all our miniſteri- 


al exerciſes, a reigning belief in our hearts, that' 
however pertinent our ſtudies, and however 
ſound and well ſpoken our diſcourſes may be, 


in public or in private; yet if the ſeed ſown be 


not watered with our tears, warmed with the 
love of Chriſt in our hearts, and caſt by a hand 
well inſtructed with his Grace, we have little 
ae to 9” much ing Ful. | 


8. In the laſt place; we enjoin it upon all to 
be earneſt in wreſtling for themſelves and the 
neceſſitous Church of Chriſt,” And we do ear- 
neſtly recommend to every congregation in our 
bounds, to erect praying ſocieties; leſſer ones 
in particular diſtricts, or conſiſting of ſelect 

| perſons ; 
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| Perſons; and larger ones of the a 
gation, or as many as may be diſpoſed to aſlo- 
ciate for prayer. We are the rather encoy- 
raged to hope for ſurcels ; in this part of our ad- 
dreſs, as it has been repeatedly and warmly re- 
commended by our. worthy Synod to all the 
congregations in their bounds, both before and 
— the commencement of our late troubles, 

pend part of the laſt Thurſday of every 

— in ſocjat prayer to God for a revival of 

his own work in our Churches, and the un- 
merited favours of his Providence to our guil- 

ty land. We might alſo obſerve that this has 
been practiſed with great ſucceſs in ſeveral con- 
gregations both in Europe and America.— Ve- 
nly, effectual fervent prayer availeth much, e- 
1 a ſocial prayer. It hath availed to arreſt 
ſun and moon in their courſe, to ſhut and 

open Heaven, to quench the Flame of Wrath 

kindled againſt a Nation, to obtain Deliverance 

_ *for the Church at many perilous Seaſons, and 

is the Holy Spirit to revive her declining Intereſts. 
Need we mention to you who have read your 
Bibles, the precious effects of the faithful and 
earneſt wreſtlings of Jacob, | Moſes, Hannah, 
David, Daniel, Eſther, and the Jews in her 
time, with many others of the Old Teſtament 
faints ? Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, God's Salvation 

to the ends of the earth, made his appearance 
in out world, in anſwer to the enttestieg of 
good old Simeon and Anna the propheteſs, with 

their r who waited continually. in 


cc rere 


ith 
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when the faviour was born. 4 The Holy Ghof 
was ſent down in a remarkable manner, on the 
= of Penticoſt, in arifwer to the prayers of 
a large fociety of the apoſtles; and diſeiples ot 
Chriſt, who, according to his dire&ion when' he 
aſcended on high, tarried at Jeruſalem, waiting 
continually in prayer for this promiſe of the 
Father. 5 Thro' means of the continual inter- 
ceſſion of the Church, on Peter's account, an 
angel of the Lord was ſent to knock off his 


chains, and conduct him in ſafety to the houſe. 


of Mary, where a pious ſociety earneſtly ſolicit- 


ed Heaven for the mercy, the very moment of 


his deliverance. c It would, indeed; be endleſs 
to enumerate. all the precious effects of prayer 
recorded in Seriptute and Church hiſtory. God 


neyer deſigned or promiſed à ſpecial favour to 
his Church or to individuals, but he gave them 


an heart to pray for it, and honoured them 
with giving it as an anſwer to their prayers. 
But the neceſſity and uſefulneſs of this duty to 
obtain bleffings for the Church, you may fee 


clearly ſtated and fully proven in the famous 
Mr. Edwards's humble attempt to promote pray- 


er, eſpecially ſocial prayer, in' Europe and Ame- 


rica. We do moſt earneſtly beſeech you, bre- 
threnj; to make conſcience of attending faith- 


4 to this duty. We have tried every mean 
WI 1 x 


you in our power, we fear, in a great 
ee eee meaſure, 
' @ Luke 2d Chap. b Luke 24. Ads 1 & 2d 
| Chap. c Ads 12th Chap. 


1 of late, in yairi.. 1 ate apptę - 

henfive, that all 1550 ſtudies and all our 2 

258 will be in vain, unleſs, you obtain b 0 
Holy Spirit to bleſs the means. 


to ful of eats - Te 4 e . nor 


IV. Beſides 1 motives bl inte DIY 
TP. this addreſs, we ſhall. conclude with a 
few principal ones ſelected out of .many, in or- 
der to excite you to a, ready and. careful per- 
formance of the duties neceſlary. to recover the 
health ot our declining Churches. 
iſt. Let your own danger, the dange er 80 the 
Churches, of your families, and of the children 0 
not yet born, have weight with you. The ſe- 
vereſt puniſhments, ſpiritual and temporal, have 0 
been inflicted upon many Churches for perſiſt- c 
c 


Gd A 1 wy 


, . 
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ing in the crimes of which we are guilty. And 
can we eſcape; except we reform? But the ſoreſt 
of all plagues, and the moſt. to be deprecated, 
are ſpuitual Judgments. God puniſheth ſin c 
with fin, . the moſt grievous of all calamities. c 
He reſenteth the obſtinacy of a people, by « 
chooſing their deluſions, and ſuffering them to 
fulfil the luſts of the fleſh... ** My people N 
« would not hearken to my voice; and Iſrael 0 
would none of me. So I gave them up unto { 
their own hearts luſts: And they walked in their \ 
* own counſels.” a If we obſtinately perſiſt in our 4 
ſins, As Heaven will reſtrain from us ira 6 
| holy 


L 


pk. 81. 11, 12. 
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virit, and give us up to blindneſs of mind 
to poly 9 neſs of heart! to vile affections, and ſtrong - 


"x 


8 to love and believe a lie. Then the 


ve of many ſhall wax cold, and iniquity ſhall 


abound., Inteſtine broils and. diviſions will de- 
face our beauty, and conſume our ſtrength. 
| Errors and hereſies, pouring in as a flood, will 


ſtain. our glory, and expoſe our ſhame. And 
finally a holy and. jealous God will ſpue us out 


of 12 mouth. And in proportion to the great- 
5. of our privileges will be the certainty and 


it of our puniſhment, * You only have 
« ] known of all the families of the earth; 
« therefore will I puniſh you for all your iniqui- 


ties. c He that deſpiſed Moſles's law died without 


ce '* merey: of how much ſorer puniſhment, ſup- 
* poſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who 


« hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and 


* counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith 
% he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and hath 
done deſpite unto the Spirit of Grace. For 
« we know him that hath aid, vengeance be- 
* longeth unto me, I will nn faith 
9-1 of 

We might adduce many alarming threatnings 
and examples of this kind. The hiſtory of the 
Church and nation of Iſrael is pregnant with 


ſuch inſtances. Where are the ten tribes ? 
What is and has for a long time been the ſtate 


of the Jews? In the day when I viſit, (ſaid 
* the Lord to area I will viſit their iniquity 
| upon 

c Amos. 3. 2. 116, 10. 28, 29, 30. 


* 


4 


(00.3, 
upon them. And the Lord p 
3 Fe becauſe they made the calf.” « Jehovah 
diſplayed his wonders before them in Egypt, and 
at the Red Sea; he commanded the heavens to 
rain down bread for their hunger, and the rock 
to pour out water for their thirſt; he gave them 
bis ordinances, his promiſes, and his laws; they 
felt the terrors of Sinai, and trembled in the aw- 
ful preſence of their Lawgiver and Judge: yet 
their hearts ſoon turning back to Egyptian idola- 
tries, they made to themſelves a golden calf. For 
this ſin, aggravated by all the judgments and 
mercies they had ſeen, God threatens to viſit 
them with ſorer puniſhment when he would 
reckon with them for future crimes. Accord- 
ingly he conſumed thoſe rebels with various 
plagues, for forty years in the wilderneſs, till of 
all that came out of Egypt, from twenty years 
old and upwards, none remained to enter the 
promiſed reſt, but Caleb and Joſhua, who had 

faithfully kept the charge of the Lord. 
Many waiſting Judgments were poured upon 

them in future ages for their apoſtacies, until, fi- 
nally, filling up the meaſure of their cup, by 
crucifying and rejecting the Lord of Glory, they 
were wholly caſt off, and fcattered as fugitives 
among the nations, for more than 1700 vears. 
God has long fince ſpued the once famous 
Churches of Afia out of his mouth for their gra- 
dual and incorrigable defections from the faith 
and practice of the Goſpel. Now the polluting 
and dark deluſions of Mahomet triumph,” where 
| the 


8 + Exod. 32, 34» 35. 


agued the pedo 


Tremble, brethren, at the reherſal of thoſe. 
Judgments, which were written aforetime for 


. YO 
the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt was preached in puri- 
ty and with power. And has not Rome, whoſe 
faith was ſpoken of throughout the whole world, 
long ſince become a neſt of the vileſt abomi- 


our warning. Have we any reaſon to expect 
that we ſhall not likewiſe periſh, except we re- 
nt? Our fins are more aggravated than theirs, 
auſe they have been committed againſt great- 
er light; therefore we may expect the greater 
puniſhment, ſooner or later, it we perſiſt in. 
them. The. word and providence of God, his. 
Judgments and Mercies, have united their voice 


* 


with theſe and many other examples for our 


warning and inſtruction. He has planted a noble 
vine in our wilderneſs, cultivated and hedged it 
in, watered it with his Holy Spirit, and cauſed 
the pure doctrines of the Goſpel to drop as dew. 
upon it; yet we have backſliden from him, and 
refuſe to return. What then can we expect, 
unleſs a ſpeedy and thorough repentance prevent 
it, but that he will take the vineyard from us, 
and give it to thoſe who will bring forth the 
fruits thereof in their ſeaſon ? 

Of this Judgment ſome alarming. ſymptoms. 
are already upon us. This Preſbytery, one of 
the ' firſt erected in America,—once the bright 
example of piety, learning, and good ſenſe, and 
in whoſe bounds God eminently vouchſafed his 


gracious preſence : This Preſbytery, ſo highly 


favoured, 


5 


”— 


——_— 
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„ 
favoured, has now a viſible cloud. ſpread upon 


it! Several once large and flouriſhing congrega- 


tions are greatly . diminiſhed—leveral able and 
faithful labourers have been removed from time 
to time, a number of them in the height of 
their uſefulneſs—ſome by death, ſome to dif- 
ferent parts of the vineyard, while others are 

revented of their wonted uſefulneſs by bodily 


infirmities. And of the common people, ma- 


ny of the precious ſons of Zion, for piety and 
good ſenſe comparable to fine gold, have ceaſed 
from their labours. And where do we ſee the 
ſons appear with the ſpirit and zeal of their fa- 
thers ? Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaſ- 
eth: for the faithful fail from among the 
s children of men,” © The righteous are 
* taken away from the evil to come,” and few, 
if any of equal eminence are raiſed to ſupply 
their room. When God 1s about to ſpread 
darkneſs over his houſe, he takes down the 
moſt eminent lights in it, as well Miniſters as 
private Chriſtians. . We have, indeed, reaſon 
ro unite with the prophet, and cry, Our fathers, 
our fathers, the chariots of Iſrael, and the horſemen 


thereof ! they are gone! and, O! is the Spirit 


of God departed with them ? | 
Is it time for you, brethren, or for us, to 
ſleep? Let us awake, and try to take hold of 


a departing God, and a departing Glory. Let 


us be earneſt with God to caſt Elijah's mantle 
upon the Eliſha's of our day, and to give a re- 


forming ſpirit to our people. Let Zion's.dan- 


ger, 


ts) 
ger, the danger of our families and our own 


jouls, rouſe our attention, and awake us to our 


duty. As our fathers. tranſmitted to us a fair 


ſpiritual inheritance, let us tranſmit the ſame 


undiminiſhed to our poſterity. And, O! let 


us not entail upon them the curſe of our ini- 


quities viſited upon them to the third and fourth 
.. hi, RE e 5; 
2. Let the obligation of your ſolemn yows to 


God prevail upon you to reform. © Know ye 


© not (ſaith the apoſtle) that ſo many of us 
« as were baptized into Chriſt were baptized into 
e his death? wherefore we are buried with him by 
e baptiſm into death: that like as Chriſt was 


* raiſed up from the dead by the glory of the 
« Father, even ſo we alſo ſhould walk in new-, 


« neſs of life. « And our Lord, commanding 
his apoſtles to baptize all nations in the. name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, adds, Teaching them to obſerve all 


things whatſoever I command you.” From 


theſe paſſages of ſcripture, with many others, it 
is als to ſee, that, the leading obligations of 
your chriſtian oath, are a reſpect unto all the 
commandments of God, the mortification of all 
ſin, and all the acts of a new and ſpiritual life. 
And as often as you offered a child to the Lord 


in baptiſm, you expreſſly recogniſed this vow. 
And, O! how ſolemn the tranſaction, when 


many of you rencwed this oath at his own 
table, 


4 Rom. 6. 3, 4. b Mat. 28. 19. 
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| table, fearing before God, angels and men 
{wearing over the memorials of a crucified Jeſus, 
that you would be wholly and for ever the Lord's} 
Bear with us, our beloved hearers, ſuffer us 
to addreſs you on this point, as thoſe who are 
| Under oath to God to be faithful to your ſouls. 
But how ſhall we addreſs you ? As wilful cove- 
nant breakers, as —— perſons, we are o- 
bliged to addreſs many of you! And, O! We 
tremble to relate it, we are obliged to addreſs 
ſome of you as baptized infidels ! 1s your baptiſm 
a mere farce? Is it an empty compliment, or 
a ſolemn inſtitution of heaven? V deſerted 
cloſets, your empty ſeats in the houſe of God, 
your prayerleis families, your prophane practices, 
and your turning away trom the myſteries, 
and ordinances af Chriſt, will be ſwift witneſſes 
againſt many of you.—Own the truth now, 
. Chri before men in practice as well as 
in words, leſt he deny you before his Father. 
Confider your ways, we beſeech you, hearken 
to the word of exhortation, and repent; leſt 
you hear with anguiſh in your fouls that pierc- 
ny put by the Judge himſelf, «© What 
0 al thou to da to declare my ſtatutes, and 
* that thou ſhouldſt take my covenant into thy 
* mouth ? ſeeing thou hateſt inſtruction, and 
te caſteſt my words behind thee.. | 
And we pray you, our young readers, to lay, 
it ſeriouſly to your hearts, that ye are not your 
own, ye have been ſolemnly devoted to God in 
© covenant; 


4 Pla. 50. 16, 17. 
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covenant; therefore ye muſt break your league 


with hell, and early in life make a perſonal 
ſurrender of yourſelves to the Lord. Chooſe 
God tor your God, his people for your people, 
his intereſts for your intereſts, and his ſervice as 
your pleaſure. - Particularly we exhort thoſe 
who may. be favoured with pious parents, to 
beware that their inſtructions be not loſt upon 
you, and their prayers be not fruſtrated by 
your obſtinacy, leſt | 
moſt intenſely hot in a future ſtate. 


3. We excite you to your duty by the ho- 


nour and intereſt of Chriſt, which you are un- 
der the ſtricteſt obligations to promote in the 
world. Ye are not your own, but his—His ; 
tor he made you——His ; for he maintains your 


ſoul in life—His by right of redemption ;- for he 


purchaſed the Church with his own blood. If 


therefore ye look upon yourſelves as © Bought 


e with a price, glorify God in your body, and 
« your ſpirit, that are God's.” 4 Redemption 
thro' Chriſt is the nobleſt of all the works of 


God; for here he is glorified in the higheſt ; 


therefore let thoſe who profeſs redemption. in his 
blood, glority him in the higheſt by a pious walk 
and frame of heart, as becometh the ranſomed 
of the Lord. Thoſe who name the name' of 
Chriſt, and yet do not depart from iniquity, 
nor duly attend to his laws, do what they can to 
tarniſh his Glory, and prophane his name before 
men. What do ye more than others ?“ 

| was 


4 1 Cor. 6, 23. 6 Mal. 5. 47. 


ey kindle for you a flame 
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1 
was a query put by Chriſt to his, own'diſci ples, 
F The ſame query he putteth to each of you, Te 
mating your peculiar obligations to let your light 
ſo ſhine before men, that others bebolding your | 
good works, may glorify Jour Father yo? 1s in N 
| heaven, 


The holy lives of primitive chriſtians drew | 
many heathens. to believe and embrace chriſti- c 
anity ; but the unholy Ives of man ny profeſſors a 

in our day, caſt ſtumbling blocks before an un- 

godly world, and fix theirs chains faſt upon them. 
ere an intelligent heathen to obſerve, the ani- 
moſities and diviſioris of many who Profeſs to a 

be followers of the Lamb, would he not ſup- 

pole Chriſt to be the miniſter of diſcord rather 

than of reconciliation ? Were he to oblerve their 

- filthy practices, would he not ſuppoſe Chriſt to 

be the miniſter of fin, and chriſtians a ſet of 

the vileſt , hypocrites? Did a Mahometan tra- 

* vel amongſt us, a Mahometan 'inſtrufted by 

the Alcorn to abſtain from wine, and worſhip 

trequently in the day, what would he think of 

our many drunken chriſtians ?—Of many, e- 
ipecially of our baptized debauchees, and many 0 
ot thoſe that effect high life, who will not 5 
deign to aſſemble for public worſhip? And 
what would he think ot multitudes amongſt 
us, who refuſe the incenſe of the morning and 
evening {ſacrifice to God? Would he not call 
Chriſt an impoſtor, and bleſs himſelt in his own 
deluſions? Or did a zealous Papiſt take notice ot 
the 88 of many proteſtants about their 
ſouls, 
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Hals, and hear their lifeleſs, dry and formal 


e, and, Sermons, de would, and more =. 
A frequently does, than you. are aware of, con 
4 demn Proteſtantiſm as hereſy, on this very ac- * 


A count, and is more confirmed in the belief of 
” his own ſuperſtitions: | Alas! how is Chriſt 


4 wounded in the houſe. of, his profeſſed friends ! 
Fi Conſider, ye earnal . profeſſors, what injury is 
x done to the cauſe of Chriſt by your evil conduct. 
7 What a ſhame, what a reproach for Chriſtians! . 


r For Proteſtants ! For Preſbyterians, who 
5 enjoy ſo many precious privileges, to live ſuch 
8 Se lives, and manifeſt ſo little zeal for 
. 4. Reformation will be the trueſt mark of 
k gratitude. to God for the late ' favours of his 
providence to our young. nation. The hand of 9 
Dod has not more viſibly appeared in any re- _ 
volution than in ours. This is ſo evident, that ik 
the rankeſt Deiſt can ſcarcely deny an eminent 
- [| _anterpoſition of providence in our behalf. 
_ Weak and unworthy as we were, the Lord hath 
delivered us from the expectations of a power- 
ful and inſidious foe, ſaved us from our fears, 
created peace in our borders, and put us into the 
4 2 poſſeſſion of our invaluable rights ;— 
- Rights which involve in them all the precious 4 
. intereſts of religion! All this he hath done, -"." 
.. notwithſtanding our provocations in the time of 
our affliction, Now we are delivered, let us not, 4 
as the carnal Iſraelites, eat, and drink, -=_ _ | | 2 
up to play — nor, Jeſhurun like, wax fat, an 
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AIlet us, Sith ungrateful ews, when delivered fi 


glorious revolution, he may 1 8 
Us, as. he did the rebellious ites, 


carcales he ſtrewed in the wilderneſs, tho "lik 


t 5809 es: -- 
Kick a vlg the rock, of dur Ry Nei 


their long captivity, attend only to the'repairs' 


our owh houſes, and ſuffer che houſe of the Lord 


to lie waſte—nor every one mind his 0% 


_ things, not the things that are Jeſus Chriſt's, 


If we do not humbly and thankfally — 4 
our inercies, whatſoever great things God may 
have had in view for the ages to 2955 by © 9 


whoſe 


Teed came io inherit "the *promiſet! bleſlin 
However - viſible the hand of God be in our 
revolution, yet but few, even of the more Neri 


-ous, look to what appears trom his word and 
the uniform operations of _ de t 


ages to be his great defign 
ew bave known, chat py al this he has been 
laying the foundation of a gloridus empire for 
' his, well beloved Son, to whom he 'has'promif- 
ed the bealben for his i ons For and thefe utter- 


moſt ends of the earth for bis Tale fn 1 few 
ruggles 


haye known that all our all the 
chaſtiſements we may receive for ingratitude are 
neceſſary e the way for the full accom- 
pliſhment of that great promiſe. Were theſe 
things realized, we would join trembling 2 
our mirth, and expreſs dur gratitude 5 


5 holy lite, as becometh the redeemed or the 


Lord. l 


Brethren, we mult not only ſay „er bps, 
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Nor will it be ſufficient to pray for the bleſſing; 
but we muſt uſe the means. neceffary to obtain, 


preſumptuous, Wemuſtfolloy afterall righteouſ- 
neſs, which, exalteth. a nations, and abandon. all 


Take care that your reformation: be complete: 


> 


Begin every one by. laying the foundation ſure 
in-your own. hearts. Proceed to reclaim others. 
and allure. them to the Lord by a holy example, 


by counſels, - reproofs, and every mean in your 
wer. And, O! ſee that ye encourage your 


miniſters, and ſtrengthen their hands in the work. 
of the, Lord, Beware leſt ye waſte their lives | 


nd neglect. 4 

5 15 ce laſt. place, we ſhall addreſs an ar- 
gument. to thoſe who love and long for the 
coming of Chriſt's' kingdom— an argument 
which they only can fully feel, and which it is 
neceſſary they ſhould. feel, in order to the glo- 
rious end we have in view. Should it pleaſe 
the gracious God to revive his own work in the 
midi of the years, it would afford unſpeakable. 
comfort. and. aſſiſtance to you, and to many of 
the Lord's weary. heritage. In times. of com- 
mon deadneſs and corruption you have. few. 


helps, and many weights to preſs you down. 


Oppreſled, however, and unactive as you may 
frequently feel, you cannot be contented with 
your preſent. frame; but, as mourning doves He 
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it, . Without this our expectations of it will be 


and conſume them. with cares by your obſtinacy 
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the valley, you bewail your Lord's abſence as 
well from the Church as from your own ſouls. 
You long for the candle of the Lord to ſhine 
upon your tabernacle, as in months paſt. Lou 
long, at times, and you pray to ſee fis Power 
and Glory, as you have ſeen him in the ſanctu- 
ary. You feel alone in the midft of company, 
and bereaved in the midſts of enjoyments. But 
did he, who has the reſidue of the Spirit, pour 
his graeious influences in common upon the 
Churches, you. would have company: Many 
joining hand in hand, and inquiring the way to 
Zion, with their faces thitherward, Peeping as 
they go, would be comfortable and helpful 
companions to you in your wilderneſs paflage. 
'You might expect that N OA ſouls would 
then be quickened into life, joy, and enlarged 
deſires for Chriſt. And ſome of you who are 
on the confines of eternity, having ſeen the ſal- 
vation of the Lord, would depart in peace, 
comforted with the proſpect of his ſpecial fa- 
vours as well to the Church as to your dear rela- 

tives who remain behind you in the world. 
Theſe are favours the Lord grants in anſwer 
to prayer. Graceleſs finners cannot pray right, 
and many of them will not attempt the duty. 
This mean of reformation, therefore, in a pe- 
culiar manner devolveth upon you. Awake, 
then, to your duty 5 x! th off your drowſi- 
neſs! Seek him no longer by night upon your 
bed ! Plead not the excuſe which 1s your crime: 
have put off my coat; how ſhall J put it 
. | | "ac on ? 
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on f have waſhed my feet; how ſhall Tdefile: 


| them?” Watch; and faſt, and wreſtle in prayer. 2 


Unite in praying ſocie ties en 1 e for him, 
and ſpeak of him one to another: then the: 
Lord will hearken, and hear: a bock of re., 
membrance ſhall be written before him for them 

that fear him, and that think upon his name. 

Relax not your endeavours thro diſcouragement, 


nor grow , weary in duty Think not that de- 


lays are denials. God may delay till the pro- 


pereſt time to give, when your faith and pati- | 


ence ſhall be fully tried, when it will be the more 
evident that the . favour flows of mere Grace, 
and then it will be the more comfortable to your 
ſouls. © Therefore, though the viſion tarry, 
% Wait for it; for it will ſurely ſpeak at the 
appointed time, it will not tarry. 4 Seek him 
until ye be enabled to ſay, © I found him whom 
« my ſoul loveth: I held him, and would not 
et him go, until I had brought him into my 
mother houſe, and into the chamber of her 
that conceived me.“ Finally, all « Ye that 
« make mention of the Lord, keep not ſilence; 
e and give him no reſt, until he eſtabliſh, and 
* make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth. 
Thus, brethren, we have pointed out to you 
ſome ſymptoms; of our diſeaſe, and the cauſes 
of. it, with ſome means for recovering our health, 
and motives to excite to the due uſe of them for 
that end. And we entreat your careful attend- 
ance to the whole, Do not give this addreſs 
| ; | | only 
4 Hab. 2. 3. 3 Cant. 3. 4. c Iſa. 62. 6, 7. 
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it ſerouly, ee — be 
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ed. be have; your hearts fully im- 
preſled with à ſenſa of our danger, and fully 
_—_ to give no ſlerp to your eyes, nor ſlum- 


* in Gol vouchiate to u 
2 Ae 
from an high» Bever dg f 


ende, and pour 

is dryine influences; 
upon us. Without this our 2. wilt ſoon be- 
come deplorable. Alarming, however, as it is, 
it 15 not deſperate. The Lord's hand is not 
ſhortened, chat it cannot ſave; nor his car hea- 
vy, that it cannot hear. The reſidue of the 
Jpirit is with him, and he waiteth to be Graci- 
aus: Let us therefore make out humble ſuit to 


ane and continually wait upon him, until he 
to — and leave a bleffing / be- 


him. Which may God grant fot the —— 
of one LIES Velen Chriſt. Amen. 
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